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SUBJECT: PUBLIC WORKS COMMISSION AGENDA

APPLICATION FOR NAMING AND RENAMING COUNTY PARKS AND FACILITIES
BASEBALL DIAMOND ON THE UPPER FIELD AT THE NEW KULA BALL PARK

The Department of Public Works in transmitting for your review and recommendation the subject
application which proposed to name the baseball diamond on the upper field at the New Kula Ball
Park as the Glenn H. Otani Baseball Field.

Recommendation and Options

The Department of Public Works requests recommendation from the Public Works Commission.
The commission has the following options:

1. Recommend approval of the proposed facility name;
2. Recommend denial of the proposed facility name; or
3. Deferral of the item.

JM/jm

Attachments

cc: Karla Peters, Director of Parks and Recreation (electronic)
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Current Park or Facility Name: New Kula Ball Park (Upper Baseball Diamond)
Proposed Park or Facility Name: Glen H Otani Baseball Field
Tax Map Key No.: (2) 2-2-014:001
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RE: Proposal for renaming existing park or facility

Location: New Kula Ball Field (upper field baseball diamond)
Calasa and Kula Hwy.
Kula, Maui, HI 96790

Aloha,

My name is Mark Makimoto and | am the Head Coach of the King Kekaulike High School
Baseball team for the past 19 years, | am also a teacher at Kalama Intermediate School. |
would like to ask the County of Maui for a renaming of an existing facility at the New Kula Ball
Field. The baseball field/diamond on the upper area of the park directly below the Kula Fire
Station. This proposal is to rename the existing baseball diamond with backstop in behalf of the
late Glenn Otani.

Glenn Haruo Otani was born on August 8, 1951 and recently passed away on July 30, 2020 he
was 68 years old. His residence is 593 Pulehu Road, Kula, Maui. Mr. Otani has been a part of
the Kula community as a farmer and more importantly baseball community his entire life. In the
1980’'s he was one of the original players with the Kula Farmers softball team and organized the
team for competition on Maui. He was also one of the founders of the Kula Twins Little League
baseball team as a team manager and coach. After completing his tenure as coach he
volunteered as a scorekeeper and official. In 1995 he became the Assistant District
Administrator for the District Ill Little League (Maui, Molokai and Lanai) and official scorekeeper,
along with being the one of the main tournament directors at every game venue and game from
start to finish for all District |1l and State tournaments that Maui County has hosted for the Little
League program. Recently he has assisted with the AJA League, MIL Baseball regular season
since the year 2000 and all three High School (Maui High, Baldwin and King Kekaulike)
preseason tournaments that are hosted on Maui every year. This includes the HHSAA State
Tournament that Maui has hosted in their three year rotation.

Also after attending a recent Kula Community Association meeting, a member brought up the
fact that Glenn was part of the planning and development from the community to work with the
County of Maui in building the New Kula Ball Field where this baseball diamond is now located.

Mr. Otani's contributions to the baseball community on Maui and his home community of Kula
are truly remarkable. All of these positions that he held were on a volunteer basis. He has
given so much to the sport of baseball and this would be a very special way to show respect to
a great person, son, husband, father, grandfather, coach and friend. He never asked for
recognition, just went about his business and always did everything “For the kids’. Thisis a big
loss for the baseball community on Maui and we would like to recognize him for all his efforts by
renaming this baseball field in his name.

| truly hope you will consider this request as we would like to rename the baseball diamond
“Glenn Otani Baseball Field".



Attached is a Maui News Article that remembered Mr. Otani for his accomplishments.
tani rem red fondly for his dedication to baseball

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Mark Makimoto

King Kekaulike High School
Varsity Baseball Head Coach



Mark Makimoto October 12, 2020
c/o Kekaulike High School Baseball

Coach Makimoto;

It was with great sadness that I learned of the passing of Coach Glenn Otani. He
has been a foundation of the youth baseball community for Up-Country Maui.

Through his tireless efforts with Up Country Youth baseball, he has been a fixture
at games as an official and spectator. He would show up to the game field early to
help prepare the field, checking on the condition of the field. He would get the

score keepers area ready for the day’s games.

He would also be the last to leave, locking the facility. He would also see that
every one left, safely and glad that they had been a part of the expeience.

His sense of humor and love of the game was evident as during the game he kept
every one’s spirits up as the games were being played.

I would be a fitting that the New Kula Mauka Baseball Field be named after Coach
Otani.

Thank you;
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Alvin M. Kametani
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December 28, 2020

Director of Council Services
Traci N. T. Fujita, Esq.

Mr. Michael Silva

Chair

Public Works Commission
Department of Public Works
200 South High Street
Wailuku, HI. 96793

Dear Chair Silva and the Members of the Public Works Commission:

RE: Naming Kula Park Upper Baseball Field Backstop after
the late Glenn Haruo Otani

Coach Glenn Otani was known by many generations of baseball families. Our
son was blessed to have him as his coach for the Kula Twins team. Michael
learned basics and skills from Coach, but most importantly were all the times
he caught our son doing-things-right. He gave Michael and all the team
members the inspiration to do-good, win or lose, always improve. He once gave
Michael a game ball, which is still on his bedroom dresser as a reminder of a
good game played. I believe that a child’s many layers of life experiences makes
him who he is. Today, our son is not a baseball super star, but with leaders like
Coach Glenn’s encouragement and support, our son today is a confident, strong
willed and focused young man. I believe Coach Glenn helped mold many lives
and he deserves to be remembered for his service and dedication to our youth.

Coach was always there for many games and I remember him saying, “it’s for the
kids.” He donated many hours to the sport, never asking for anything in return.
I believe it is now our time to say thank you and to remember Coach Glenn Otani.

I would like to encourage the Public Works Commission to name the Kula Park
upper baseball field backstop after the late Coach Glenn Haruo Otani.
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